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estimate of one of the greatest scismological experts, the earth-
quakes of the last forty centuries, the so-calicd k historical period'
of man, have cost the lives of 13,000,000 people, which, when all
is said and done, is quite a considerable number.
Earthquakes, of course, may happen almost anywhere. Only
a year ago the bottom of the North Sea was severely shaken by
an earthquake, and the mud flats of the islands at the mouth of the
' Scheldt and the Rhine trembled sufficiently to give the clam-
diggers a moment of great uneasiness. Yet the North Sea region
is as flat as a pancake. The Japanese islands, on the other hand,
are situated on the top of a high ridge which on the eastern
side descends into one of the deepest holes in the bottom of the
ocean our scientists have so far been able to discover. The famous
Tuscarora Deep descends to nearly 28,000 feet, which is only
7000 feet less than the record depth between the Philippines and
the Marianas or Ladroncs. It is surely no mere accident that more
than half of all the disastrous earthquakes of Japan have taken
place along the eastern shores where the coast makes a sheer drop
of about six miles.
The Japanese, however, like most people who live in earthquake
belts, lose little sleep on account of this eternal menace to their
safety. They till their fields and play with their children and cat
their meals and laugh at Charlie Chaplin just like the rest of us.
The experience of ages has taught them to build a kind of card-
board house which is perhaps a little draughty in winter but which
causes the minimum of danger when it comes tumbling down
about its owner's cars. Of course, when they want to imitate the
West and build skyscrapers, as they did in Tokyo, thea the dam-
age runs into the hundreds of millions. But, generally speaking,
Japan has adapted itself better than any other country to this
inevitable geological handicap. Just as, generally speaking, they
seem to have succeeded in making life a much more harmonious
and agreeable adventure than most of the nations of the West
I am not thinking of the pretty post cards with litdc geisha girls
Drinking tea underneath a cherry tree, or the toy gardens of
Madame Butterfly. I am merely repeating what all travellers have
told us who visited Japan before it gave up its ancestral customs